We, on the other hand, writing with full knowledge and responsibility, repeat that a nurse cannot be made in three months, much less both a nurse and a midwife, and those who understand the subject will agree that it is a misnomer to give to women who have only had such a training the title of " trained nurse." It is stated that the nurses under the Ockley system "are not for severe cases, but for ordinary cases of illness, which are treated in the cottage home, and for maternity cases, which, as a rule, require only ordinary care and knowledge." Now, in reference to this system, it is well to speak with certain voice, for it is admitted even by its supporters that " the more training the better," and that the excuse for the "Ockley system" is a mere matter of economy, and we say that such a system is not only opposed to the opinion of those who have had the most practical experience in the education of nurses, but is in effect setting up a standard of training for the village nurse far lower than that which is made obligatory by the Local Government Board for the nursing of out-door paupers.
Before issuing the general order enabling boards of guardians to employ district nurses ifor their out-door sick, the subject of the sort of person to be so employed was carefully considered by the Local Government Board, and in a circular letter addressed by them to boards of guardians, the following paragraph appears :?
The Board considers that it is of great importance that the persons who may be appointed by guardians to the office of district nurse should have had thorough practical training in the nursing of the sick; and Article III., therefore, directs that no person shall be appointed to the office who has not undergone, for one? year at least, a course of instruction in the medical and surgical wards of a hospital or infirmary, being a training school for nurses, and maintaining a resident physician or house surgeon. A longer period of training than one year would seem desirable, although the Board have not deemed it expedient to insist upon it as an indispensable condition. Now this is the only official definition of a trained nurse which we know of ; it is the standard imposed on boards of guardians, who have never been famed for any excess of zeal in providing better nursing than is actually necessary, and it defines the sort of nursing fitted for the poorest of the poor, who, in popular but we think very unseemly language, are described as ' A representative member of the medical profession writes to us as follows : All who are interested in nurses, and all who wish to see the benefit of good nursing placed within the reach of people of all ranks, should set their faces against a project which has been set on foot by the Royal British Nurses' Association. The proposal is that club rooms should be established for the use of members of the association in all the towns of the United Kingdom ; and it is suggested that as clergymen's daughters are often busily occupied in their fathers' parishes, so doctors' daughters might find congenial work in organising and serving as honorary secretaries to local nursing centres such as the Royal British Nurses'As3 ciation wishes to set up. The whole affair is specious and ingenious ; there is a distant flavour of Royalty about it; and there are plenty of doctors' daughters who will like to fuss among the nurses, especially as they are to be in touch with what one paper gushingly speaks of as "the headquarters of the nursing army," meaning thereby the offices of this association. It behoves us, therefore, to warn those who may be tempted to devote time and money to such schemes that they are but being made use of by the managers of one particular section of nurses for the benefit and advertisement of their own particular association. The Royal British Nurses' Association is a body which has entirely failed to draw to itself the mass of the trained nurses in this country; it in no way represents the nursing profession. At its meetings harmony has so little prevailed that its Royal President, H.R.H. Princess Christian, lately declined to attend unless assurances were given that they would be more properly conducted ; and it is quite certain that the institution of clubs up and down the country for the exclusive use of members of this association will be a means of introducing into the daily life of many nurses the sort of ieuds which have hitherto been left to their central committee.
If looked upon as a means
